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locating in Hesper township. They resided on two different farms until the spring of 1883, when 

they located on the land which is now the property of our subject. Both parents died on this 

place, the father in November, 1902, at the age of eighty, and the mother in 1909, when eighty-

seven years of age. Both were active and helpful members of the Friends church. They had two 

children: S. G., of Colorado Springs, Colorado; and A. A., of this review. 

A. A. Hawks received his education in Winneshiek county, attending district school in Hesper 

township, and he early became acquainted with agricultural pursuits under the guidance of his 

father. He has practically resided all his life in that township and now owns one hundred and 

seventy-six acres on sections 15, 21 and 22 and also ten acres of timber land. He is a breeder of 

registered polled cattle and his farm is widely and favorably known as the Union Springs Stock 

Farm. The prosperity which he now enjoys is entirely due to his own efforts and there is no one 

who begrudges him the substantial position which he has attained in life. 

On January 12, 1899, Mr. Hawks was united in marriage to Miss Mary F. Lyon, a native of 

Wisconsin, born September 5, 1867, and a daughter of A. A. and Carrie E. (Davis) Lyon, who were 

natives of New York and were married there. The father was of Irish descent and the mother's 

family originally came from England. They settled in Wisconsin in 1866 and died there, the 

mother passing away in 1895 at the age of sixty-four, and the father in January, 1911, when eighty 

years old. They had four children: Alice A., the wife of A. E. Shore, of Wisconsin; Mary F., the 

wife of our subject; Anna C, of Wisconsin; and Charles, deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Hawks have three 

children, Avis Ellen, Loren Raymond and Carol A. 

In his politics Mr. Hawks is independent, giving his support to whatever candidates he 

considers best fitted for the office to which they aspire. He is a member of the Friends church, 

taking active and helpful interest in that organization. He has done his share and more than his 

share in promoting agricultural development in Winneshiek county and has attained individual 

success through his own efforts, always following the principle to do well whatever he found to 

do. He has been interested in the general growth of his district and county and has always led a 

busy and useful life, having done as much toward promoting the common interests as he has in 

furthering his own fortunes. 

 
 
 

LUTHER REED. 

 
Luther Reed, a representative of a well known and highly respected family of Winneshiek 

county, was for many years a powerful factor in promoting the general agricultural development 

of this section of the state, owning a fine farm of three hundred acres on sections 19 and 30, 

Hesper township. Upon this property he lived from the time he was eleven years of age until he 

retired from active life, and the years brought him success, prominence and substantial fortune—

benefits which he has well earned and richly deserves. 

Mr. Reed was born in Ludlow township, Allamakee county, February 25, 1851, and is a son of 

Ezra and Phoebe (Cross) Reed, the former a native of 


